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have led to neutralization of ail gains since the victory at Sirhind.
In this crisis, Bairam Khan stood firm like rock. Averse to taking
chances, he decided to move step by step first to consolidate his
position in the Punjab and then to turn eastwards to liquidate the
centres of resistance that might spring up around Delhi and its
neighbourhood.

On 14 February 1556, Akbar was crowned Emperor on an impro-
vised wood-and-brick throne at Kalanaur.* The insignia of sovere-
ignty had been sent to Akbar from Delhi by Tardi Beg Khan. The
coronation ceremony of a king destined to be classed among the
greatmonarchs of the world was as devoid of pageanrty as was his
birth fourteen years earlier in the desert palace of Amarkot. In the
meantime, it was announced in Delhi that Jalal-ud-Din Muham-
mad Akbar had ascended the throne, and that all was quiet
throughout the length and breadth of the empire.

There are moments in history when time seems to run backwards.
The death of Humayun was one such point in the annals of the
Mughals, It was only six months earlier that he reoccupied Delhi
after an exile of fifteen long years. Though defeated, Afghans were
still a force to be reckoned with. Disunity was their greatest handi-
cap. Given the right type of leadership, they were in a position to
harass and roll back the Mughal army across the Indus, TheRajputs
too were uneasy at the thought that an alien power had come back
to reoccupy the throne at Delhi for a second term. The bulk
of the people were apathetic as to who ruled them. The memory
of reforms introduced by Sher Shah was, however, still fresh in
their minds. The welfare schemes initiated by him weighed heavily
against ready acceptance of the Mughal rule. It is true the succes-
sors of Sher Shah were self-seeking autocrats indifferent to the
good of the people. But there was no guarantee that the progeny
of Babar would do better. The sudden disappearance of Humayun
from the scene made the prevailing uncertainties more uncertain.
Akbar was only a lad of fourteen when he was called to the throne.
His potentials were still to be tested. In the circumstances, the
pulse of Hindustan beat a little quicker as various claimants to
the throne prepared for yet another round of warfare, On the face

*The throne at Kalanaur was eighteeen feet long and three feet high.  It
is now a protected monument.